
    
      Fig. 7. 
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        Ionisation parameter and metallicity sensitive log(O32) = log([O III] 5007/([O III] 3727) vs. log(R23) = log(([O II] 3727 + [O III] 4959 + [O III] 5007/Hβ diagram. Symbols are the same as in Fig. 2. Additional markers were added for several low-z LyC leakers, i.e. the GPs from Izotov et al. (2016a,b, 2018a,b, green upward triangles) and low-mass galaxies from Izotov et al. (2021b, cyan left-facing triangles). Also shown are the intermediate-z LyC leakers Ion2 from de Barros et al. (2016, orange pentagram), four galaxies from Fletcher et al. (2019, dark red hexagrams, where we converted their listed [OIII] 4959,5007 values to [OIII] 5007 assuming [OIII] 5007/[OIII] 4959 = 2.98, Storey & Zeippen 2000), and AUDFs01 from Saha et al. (2020, purple right-facing triangle). The SDSS DR12 galaxies (black scatter diagram) are limited to those identified as SFGs with the BPT diagnostics from Kewley et al. (2001) and Kauffmann et al. (2003).

      

    

  
    
      Fig. 10. 
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        Same as Fig. 9 for the second half of the IMPs.

      

    

  
    
      Fig. 11. 
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        3400 Å–9600 Å region of the stack of eighteen redshift-corrected SDSS spectra of the IMP sample, binned in 1 Å bins and truncated in flux density f to enhance the visibility of weak spectral features (bottom row). The coloured boxes indicate the regions shown in the blow-ups in the top row, centred at [FeV] 4227, He II 4686, and C IV 5808 (blue, green, and red insets, respectively). Noteworthy emission lines (both present and absent) are marked by coloured vertical lines. The SDSS wavelengths were converted to vacuum wavelengths following Morton (1991).

      

    

  
    
      Fig. 13. 
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        Spectral hardness as traced by He II 4686/Hβ vs. LyC escape fraction fesc(LyC). Blue squares represent the IMPs, whereas the position of their stack is shown as a black downward-facing open triangle. We show no error bars in fesc(LyC), as the values we infer are mere estimates from O32. The stacks from the Low-redshift Lyman Continuum Leaker Survey as provided in Marques-Chaves et al. (2022b) are shown as orange circles, and the LCEs studied in Guseva et al. (2020) as green diamonds.

      

    

  
    
      Fig. 14. 
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        log([O III]5007/Hβ) vs. log([S II] 6717,6731/Hα) diagram including the [SII] ridge line from Wang et al. (2021, green dashed line). Symbols are the same as in Fig. 7. Left: panel highlighting the IMPs’ positions in the parameter space covered by SDSS DR12 galaxies. Right: zoom-in on the region occupied by the IMPs.

      

    

  
    
      Fig. A.1. 
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        Same as Fig. 2, highlighting three of the four outlier galaxies removed from our sample as indicated in the plot legend.
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