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H I velocity field. Velocities are in the barycentric reference frame (optical definition). The velocity colour bar is centred at the systemic velocity of NGC 1316, 1760 km s−1. The black H I contour is the same as the first contour in Fig. 2 and has a column density of 2.7 × 1019 cm−2. The grey, open ellipse represents the stellar body of NGC 1316. The Gaussian restoring PSF in the bottom-left corner has a FWHM of 36.7″ × 28.1″ and position angle 109 deg. The scale bar in the top-left corner represents 20 kpc (∼3.5′ at a distance of 20 Mpc). The H I properties of the labelled sources are listed in Table 2.



    

  
    
      Fig. 5. 
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Snapshot of GalMer merger # 971 (Chilingarian et al. 2010) taken 2.5 Gyr after the start of the simulation and ∼2 Gyr after the first pericentral passage. The background greyscale image shows the distribution of stellar mass on a logarithmic scale. The red contours show the distribution of gas. Both stellar and gas images have been smoothed for clarity. The image is 750 × 750 kpc2, but note that we ignore the physical scale of the system in our comparison to NGC 1316 for reasons explained in the text.
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